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Pastor’s Ponderings…
I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart. I will enter His gates with praise
Although many might disagree , as I cheer for The New York Rangers, I think I am a typical Canadian.

After all, I probably say sorry 10 times a day even when I have done nothing wrong and I like to talk about the
weather.
Speaking of the weather, my favourite time of the year, hands down, is Autumn. The cool refreshing
temperatures are perfect for enjoying a sunny day. The kaleidoscope of colours from the leaves of the
forest and city trees can be breathtaking. The brilliant red leaves make it appear the forest is on fire. We are
fortunate at CCSJ to have three gorgeous Maples beautifully adorning the entrance to the church and as I write
this article they seem in their Autumn splendour to be praising the Lord.
Of course this time of year also highlights wonderful smells and tastes: brilliant red apples right off the tree and
all kinds of scrumptious healthy harvest from the farmers' fields. Healthy that it is until the
pumpkins become an amazing pie loaded with whipped cream. The aroma of Thanksgiving dinner is so inviting.
No wonder I enjoy Autumn and from this place of pleasure and delight it is easy to say thank you. As
followers of God this spirit of gratitude leads us to praise God . After all, creation is God's handiwork. and we
are the beneficiaries of this bountiful earth. But what is even better still is that our gratitude can be further and
primarily directed to the spiritual mercies freely gifted to us in the life, ministry, death, resurrection and ascension of Christ Jesus. Even though Thanksgiving is technically not a holy day in the church calendar I think it is a
celebration that helps us to be in an important sacred space.

Pastor’s Ponderings (cont.d)…
You can argue and I think it to be true that the Christian stance in life is one of gratitude for the free gift of
life and eternal life given to us by God. Maybe I learned this from repeating over and over again these words
from the Book of Common Prayer," It is very meet and right and our bounden duty, that we should at all
times and all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator and
Preserver of all things". That sums it up nicely.
I came across a lovely story of gratitude arising from a deep well of thanksgiving. In 1970 Russian cellist Rostropovich
expressed his support for artistic freedom and human rights in a letter to Pravda, the Soviet Union state newspaper. As
a result he and his wife lost their citizenship. Rostropovich performed in a concert in Chicago. When the last note was
played the audience sat mesmerized. Then Rostropovich did an extraordinary thing. First he got up and kissed his cello.
The audience erupted. Then he hugged and kissed the surprised conductor. Then he hugged and kissed the entire cello
section, followed by everyone else in the orchestra.
Now that is gratitude.
Even though a concert is perhaps not the best metaphor, you could say that every time we worship together and
receive communion deeply remembering and being blessed by what Jesus did for us in his death and resurrection it is
as if we were at that divine concert and kneel mesmerized by the heavenly concert. Like the cellist Jesus embraces
each of us.
It is true that our Lord's great masterpiece of death on a
cross and resurrection was played and could only be played
once . However, in a beautiful way similar music is performed by us . It is the music of love flowing from gratitude.
I hear this song all the time at CCSJ. In fact I wrote this
article after sharing an afternoon with fellow musicians at
the Food Bank who distributed food and human kindness
to over 100 families. Many of these families were recent
refugees from the war in Ukraine. As you read this edition
of Walking in the Way you will read about many other
beautiful masterpieces and I hope you will be mesmerized.
Don't panic I will not start hugging and kissing everyone in
the orchestra but like Rostropovich I am equally grateful for
the beautiful notes you all play. Thank you. very much.
God bless you and Happy Thanksgiving
David

Youth Corner – Maureen
Dear Church family,
Happy Fall Season! Fall is an anticipatory time of the year. For one thing, it signifies the end of the summer
season and all of the accompanying activities under the heat of the sun including backyard barbeques,
vacations, camping adventures, outdoors swimming, to name a few! For another, Fall signifies the beginning
of awesome new adventures including a new school season, brand new stationaries and backpacks, and new
set of friends for those who are beginning a new school phase.
The season, with all of its wonderful colours provides us with an excellent opportunity to reflect on the fact
that even with all of the changes in seasons and situations, God’s
Word, and God’s love for us
remains constant and unchanging. So, if you ever find yourself feeling
sad or overwhelmed at changes in life, always remember that God’s
promises, through God’s Word, are always constant.
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will
stand forever - Isaiah 40:8
A SUMMER HIGHLIGHT
CCSJ Camp
A great highlight of our Summer for the family ministries was going camping at Camp Koinonia, after two years
of not being able to have our CCSJ annual camp due to the pandemic. Our Children’s program at the camp saw
a whole bunch of kids, about 24 in number – some old friends and a few new friends joined us. Our theme was
called Gadgets and Gizmos. We learned all about being uniquely wired and wonderfully made by God to shine
our light. Families also had a fun time swimming, fellowshipping, and enjoying God’s beautiful creation under
the blue skies.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sunday Mornings
Our children and youth ministry meets on Sunday mornings in
person during the 10AM service. The youngsters stay at the
sanctuary for the first 10 minutes of the Service to participate in
the Children’s Story. After which, they come downstairs for kids
church, which involves an interactive time of worship, Bible story,
games, and crafts.
For the next coming weeks, we are learning all about God’s
promises throughout Scripture and what these promises means

for us.
Messy Church
Our Multi-generational Service (also known as Messy Church) happens on the first Sunday of the
Month. The November Messy Church is scheduled for the 6th from 3PM to 5PM, at the Church’s parking lot. For this month, our theme is centered on God’s unchanging love, even in the midst of all of
life’s changes.
Everyone is welcome! And any youth who is interested in helping out with games and crafts should let
me know. Your presence, participation, and help would be most appreciated.
For more information on the Family and Youth program at CCSJ, contact: Maureen, Youth Pastor, at
ccsj.youth.group@gmail.com or 416-994-7375
Follow us on Facebook CCSJ Youth Group and Instagram @ccsj_youth_group to stay in touch.

A Summer of Opportunity
We are reminded of how a picture can paint a thousand words. These few photos are wonderful
reminders of the privilege we've had this summer in reaching out in a variety of ways.
David recently came up with a helpful phrase to describe the CCSJ community:
we are a close circle but not a closed circle.
Well said! And by God's grace, that circle is an ever-widening one.
Here are a few photos to celebrate God's goodness over the last few months.
They include the joy we've had of sending some of our children to camp, the parish camp that included
many new friends, Mid-Week Hallelujah gatherings, Cafe Church events, a new comers gathering,
Thursday morning outdoor worship times, our prayer garden, as well as photos of the 2nd annual food
drive concert, thanks to Ron and Sally Stockey.
These are only a glimpse of the joy being shared, including the faithful steady work of the foodbank
volunteers.
May these photos serve to spur us on in finding more and more ways of enlarging that “Jesus circle” of
grace and truth

I

“CCSJ (Finally) Goes to Camp!”
reflections on our 3rd ‘almost annual’ “Camp Above and Beyond”
It all began in 2018 with a great group from CCSJ heading up to Camp Koinonia for a 4-day adventure.
Inspired by the response, we marked our calendars for 2019, and again it was a huge joy.
But then along came the pandemic…..we waited, and waited, and waited, until finally the coast was clear.
While a good number of our CCSJ friends were understandably reluctant to attend due to the pandemic
concerns, 68 people came together for what amounted to our 3rd annual trek to Koinonia, from August 2528.
Of those 68, many were new friends of CCSJ. We also welcomed a good number of friends from our
foodbank ministry, Café Church, “God Coffee and me”, as well as CCSJ friends who no longer live in Toronto
but remain connected with us.
What a joy to welcome 40 adults, 9 teens and 18 children to gather as one. Friends from Syria, Mongolia,
India, Jordan, Cuba, Iran…..our common language was faith and fun! Lyn Youll led adults and teens in
reflections on God as the Potter. Maureen worked her wonders with the children. David brought a stirring
message to send us on our way.
Many of our friends were able to come to camp due to the generousity of many parishioners. We give God
praise for such love and kindness, as we do for all those who faithfully prayed. We really are in this together.
And yes, as is said so often, we truly are a blessed bunch!

“CCSJ (Finally) Goes to Camp!”( cont’d)
Below and on the next page are some comments from a number of our campers, along with a flood of
photos that attempt to capture and share the joy.
Sincerely,
Bruce
My ‘take home’ from “Camp Above and Beyond”
It's the joy, love, kindness and goodness I lived in the camp with the sisters and brothers.
Thanks
George
===================================================================
Thanks a lot for your great help and inviting us to comp. It was great time to spend with you and everyone.
God bless you.
Said family.
===================================================================
For me I’m so happy that I spent time with my kids and friends at the beautiful place. I felt close with the
God when we gathered in the lodge, having bible time with nice people. And the most beautiful and nature
gift that we had were raining when we get there, at that time I thought God was so happy that we came at

this camp.
Sincerely, Enkhjargal
==================================================================
Another lovely season of CCSJ camp these last few days of summer. I remember being there for the first
time three years ago as a new ministry member of CCSJ.
Coming back again this year has been a wonderful reminder of how God makes all things beautiful in God’s
time - especially when we trust our lives to God’s hands. It was also fitting that our theme this year was on
Jeremiah’s allegory of The Potter and the Clay.
Most of all, it was a blessing to run the children’s program at camp and see seeds of faith being planted in

the lives of the little ones, while they made life-long friendships and enjoyed the beauty of God’s creation.
- Maureen
==================================================================

“CCSJ (Finally) Goes to Camp!”( cont’d)
It was so great to see people I haven’t seen since before COVID and enjoy their great company
again. Everyone seemed so joyful! Another thing is that I got to explore a trail I never knew about with a
friend.
I always appreciate all the planning involved in the few days, and how the day is structured around growing
and celebrating our Christian faith, and sharing Christian community.
Benny
====================================================================
Camp meant I could spend quality time with my church family while enjoying Christian leadership, delicious
food, singing around the campfire and tons of fun doing a variety of activities: boating, swimming, badminton, basketball, board games..... Yes, I did them all! The weekend was just not long enough.
The highlight- The sermon on Sunday... David sent us home with God's word firmly planted in our hearts. I
was touched by the importance of the church family - all denominations everywhere and how even though
Ernestine was not with us physically, she was there in our hearts where she was being loved and prayed
for.
I was deeply moved, almost to the point of tears, when new friends went up for communion.
God's peace,
Irene

Until next year...

An ‘Umbrella-free Shower’ of the Very Best Kind
It was another one of those inspirational ideas from David, namely to have an evening to celebrate the
pending birth of our newest parishioner.
On Sept 11th, a nice gathering of young (and young at heart) people gathered in the CCSJ foyer to experience
an amazing meal (thanks to Milt Mohabir), sing our little hearts out, hear encouraging words from Scripture
concerning the gift of children, and pray for Benedict and Adejinle as they were counting the days.
Eight days later, Audrey (that little bundle of joy) arrived, making the world a little bit brighter.
Here are a few moments of the celebration, captured on camera by Lizz Coatsworth.

Answers to Prayers

We Welcome Audrey

Welcome to our CCSJ
family Matthew, Emale
and newly baptized
Jaxon

Curious about Baptism?, being a Christian? Or even just why we do some
things the way we do.
Pastor David has the answers...and don’t worry, he’s heard all the questions!

FOOD BANK:
It has been a difficult and incredible summer at Food Bank
As you are aware from the news stories...many factors are contributing to more and more families
experiencing food insecurity
For the month of July, we served 355 families.
For the month of August, we served 361 families. This represents over 850 individuals needing the
service of CCSJ Food Pantry. We continue to see Ukrainian families new to Canada register for our food
bank. We are averaging 8 new families registering on every food bank. These families are either new to
the country or previous families returning.

125 families attend ed Wednesday August 31, which is our highest number of family visits on a food bank
day for this year This month also had the highest number of family visits in total (361), higher than the
month of December 2021 (351)
With numbers continuously rising, we are anticipating 150+ families attending for Christmas
Donations (financial or goods) to the food bank are greatly welcomed and appreciated.
Items that are most needed are as follows:

Canned Meat or Fish
Crackers and Cookies
Soup

Cereal/Oatmeal/Granola
Flour and Baking Products
Canned Vegetables or Fruit

Granola/Snack/Protein Bars
Beans (either dry or canned)
Pasta
Rice
Nutritional Meal Supplements (Ensure, etc.)

Sugar/Sugar Alternatives/Salt/Spices
Pasta/Tomato Sauce
Powdered Milk and Milk Alternatives
Tea and Coffee
Baby food and formula

We thank Stonegate Ministries for their book ministry held each foodbank.
The crew downstairs enjoys seeing the faces of the children as they proudly show off their new book and
explain why they chose it.

So Grateful to our many Partners

We give a musical shout out to Ron and Sally for
their work and generosity in holding a street
concert/ food bank fundraiser for the
2nd year.
God’s Love in Action

Alderwood United surprised us with
heavy boxes of treasures from their
own Food Drive

And as we were going to print, we received a special donation of 10
turkeys from the estate of Jack Domenico, a long-time supporter of
Social Outreach in Mimico and Kingsway Baptist is holding a food drive
til October 9th.
What a family we are part of!!!

Mid Week Hallelujah…..may the flame burn brighter.
Summertime outdoor events at CCSJ are always a great joy as we gather with the intention of being all the
more ‘inviting’.
For instance, during the last few Mid Week Hallelujah times on the CCSJ parking lot, we noticed people
lingering by the library to listen to the singing. Children danced. Men took their time getting back into their
cars at the library parking lot. While no one on those occasions ‘pulled up a chair’, they saw a joyful bunch
and were interested enough to linger as we did church ‘under the big blue sky’.
The invitation was spontaneously extended to folks strolling down Park Lawn to share our BBQ meal. And it
was a great joy to welcome friends from the neighbouring Restorative Justice Houses to the outdoor

celebrations, along with foodbank friends.
But that was summer.
It’s a tad cooler out there now in the evenings, and the sun sets much earlier. Outdoor gatherings like that
are now on our wish-list for 2023.
Still, we can still gather with the intention of being inviting inside that bright and beautiful foyer. With the
glass structure, those looking in will see a happy bunch around meal tables, singing, sharing and ‘doing
church’ in ways that may help pave the way to help outsiders become insiders. Many of us may have friends
who might be hesitant to join in on a Sunday morning, or have jobs that prevent them from coming. A
Mid-Week Hallelujah may prove to be just the thing for them.
With all of that in mind, we look forward to gathering on a monthly basis through the Fall, Winter and Spring
for “A Mid Week Hallelujah” on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. This will be a ‘Dinner Church’ for CCSJ
and friends, pot-luck style or otherwise.
Watch for details each month in our “Plugged In”, Facebook and Website pages, and Sunday morning announcements. May this flame burn brighter with the warmth of welcome and friendship.

WHAT SHALL I RETURN
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So, shall I as a new creation.

“Oh” what can I return to the Lord,
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In Christ Jesus by the Holy Spirit.
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for all his goodness to me?
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I shall love--- God, my father. E

E

I will lift the cup of salvation,
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and call on the name of the Lord.
B
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The name of the Lord Jesus Christ
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and call on the name of the Lord.
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He heard my cry for mercy.
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I will lift the cup of salvation,
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I love the lord for he heard my voice.
E

A

A

E

The name of the Lord Jesus Christ

Because he turned his ear to me
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I ‘ll call on Him, as long as I live,

Just like Asaph I shall praise the Lord *
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as long as I live, I will call on Him.
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Proclaim His name among the nations.
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And tell all about His wondrous acts.
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O’ give thanks to the Lord for He is good.

for all his goodness to me?
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His love endures--- forever!
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and call on the name of the Lord.

“Oh” what can I return to the Lord,
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The name of the Lord Jesus Christ
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I will lift the cup of salvation,

Just as David and the people rejoiced
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and call on the name of the Lord.
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As the Ark of the covenant returned.
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B
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The name of the Lord Jesus Christ

CCSJ Library Fall 2022
From the CCSJ Library
This time as schools reopen and kids are getting back in the groove, I'm directing your attention to a
group of new children's books recommended by Faith Today Magazine.
Children's books have a lot to offer all ages, challenging even adults with basic values and truths. If
nothing else look at the illustrations and often excellent artwork.
So please have a look at some of these—on display in the library—even if you aren't currently involved
with children or grandchildren!
Picture books with a Theology Fit July/August 2022 Faith Today
Ten Canadian books Christians can read with kids by Beverley Rayner
see the end of this list to see more about Beverley Rayner
https://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/library/item/07082022/4021715/
The above link will take you to the Faith Today online site and the original article from which I have
taken the information with willing permission from Faith Today
AGES 4–8
The Dog Who Wanted to Play
By Fred Ash. Illustrated by Kristina Shvedai 978-1988983349
A simple, early reader with a profound message. This is a story for everyone

who has ever been afraid of the unknown. Dog, the good shepherd, is like
Aslan in C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia in the way he cares even for those
who run away from him. This story is about fear but dig a little deeper and discover the love of the good shepherd who purses each one of us relentlessly
and never gives up. Inspired by the 19th-century poem "The Hound of Heaven"
by Francis Thompson.
Bagels From Benny
By Aubrey Davis. Illustrated by Dušan Petričić 978-1553377498
Benny loves to help in Grandpa’s bakery, but when Grandpa explains to
Benny that God, not Gramps, should be thanked for the delicious daily
bagels, Benny decides to leave God a bag of bagels in the synagogue.
Each week God eats the bagels, or so Benny thinks, until both Grandpa
and Benny discover that those bagels offered in thanks to God answer a
homeless man’s prayers. This story is great for sharing in classrooms
because it demonstrates that our thankfulness and love for God spills over
most naturally into the lives of others. ( Note this book came damaged and
is not currently in the collection awaiting possibly getting another copy)

From the CCSJ Library (cont’d)

The Artist and Me
By Shane Peacock. Illustrated by Sophie Casson 978-1771471381
Vincent Van Gogh was treated poorly by both children and adults during his
life because they found him different. He kept painting even though nobody
bought his art. Inspired
by his life, this is a fictional confession of one of Van Gogh’s bullies – a boy
who taunts Van Gogh, but one day he discovers there is more than one way
to view the world and those we encounter who are different. This book has numerous layers of life
lessons. We are all unique in God’s sight, each with individual giftings and callings. There is no room for
bullies or meanness. God calls us to love one another and celebrate our uniqueness.
What Grew in Larry’s Garden
By Laura Alary. Illustrated by Kas Reich 978-1525301087
Larry is a teacher, and he grows tomato plants to share with his students.
Grace loves to help Larry in his garden. Together they water and weed, plant
and prune, hoe and harvest. And when the garden faces its most significant
problem yet, Grace follows Larry’s example to find the perfect solution.

Inspired by a real person, this story is about great results from tiny seeds,
overcoming broken friendships, sharing small acts of kindness and giving
thanks for service.
Choose Kindness
Written and illustrated by Ruth Ohi 978-1443182515
Bunny has a tough morning, but Beetle needs a little cheering up. Bunny’s
care and attention toward others have a domino effect of boosting everyone’s
mood. Bunny and Beetle band together, and they come across Marten. They
are just what Marten needs to feel better, so the three carry on. When they

find Bear, who has forgotten something important, they joyfully come together
to make a big difference. The lyrical text combined with humour is a story of
friendship, and a reminder of the power of empathy and kindness toward
others.

From the CCSJ Library (cont’d)

When We Are Kind
By Monique Gray Smith. Illustrated by Nicole Neidhardt 978-1459825222
Monique Gray Smith is an author and storyteller of Cree, Lakota and Scottish
heritage. Her books often speak about the resilience of Indigenous
communities. This book is ideal for early readers. When We Are Kind is a
gentle meditation on affirmation and respect that highlights family and
community connections. Another good fit title by Smith is You Hold Me Up.
48 Grasshopper Estates
By Sara de Waal. Illustrated by Erika Medina 978-1773214849
Sara de Waal, a Grade 7 teacher at Langley Christian school, says that when you
can be creative with others, or as a child be creative with people, it builds community and breaks down barriers. This is a story about reaching beyond loneliness, and using imagination and creativity to bless the lives of others. By reaching out to others, the little girl in the story successfully overcame her loneliness.

AGES 7–12
My Name Is Blessing
By Eric Walters. Illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes 978-1770493018
Author Eric Walters is involved in supporting an orphanage in Kenya, so his books
are based on actual life stories. This beautifully illustrated book tells the story of
Baraka, a young boy with a physical disability who lives with his grandma. With
eight other cousins to support, his grandma doesn’t have enough money for food,
even though her love for him is boundless. The difficult choice is made to seek a
home in a local orphanage for Baraka, which results in a wonderful affirmation for

both Baraka and Grandma. This story emphasizes community, the value of the
individual and a future hope after a troubled past. Eric Walters also has other picture books inspired by
the children in Kenya, which fit with empathy and kindness.

From the CCSJ Library (cont’d)

Birds on Wishbone Street
Written and illustrated by Suzanne Del Rizzo 978-1772782196
Sami, a Syrian refugee, meets neighbourly kindness and friendship in the
person of Moe. The residents on Wishbone Street come from around the
world, and like Sami the pas is too painful to revisit. But, with the support
of a willing friend, and a common connection of love and compassion for
birds, Sami can settle into his new home in Toronto. My Beautiful Birds is
another picture book written as a prequel to this story. A World of Kind-

ness is also a good fit. All Del Rizzo books are illustrated in clay, and the
pictures have fantastic attention to detail.
The Biggest Family in the World: The Charles Mulli Miracle
By Paul H. Boge Illustrated by Faye Hall 978-1988928012
A powerful Christian message comes across in this picture
book. Faye Hall’s expressions on the children’s faces draw the
reader into the story of Charles Mulli. From his childhood on
the streets of Kenya, through the transforming power of the
gospel, Mulli took over 7,000 children from the street, and
gave them a home and new hope in Jesus. Children will enjoy
this story of Mulli’s life and be challenged by the questions at
the end of the book. "So, what about you? Who will you grow
up to be? Can you say to God, ‘What do You want to do with me?’" This is a must-have book for every
Christian family.
Former school librarian and children’s author Beverley Rayner believes children and picture books are a
winning combination. She is author of the picture books Barclay and Berk Builders and The Face of
Courage as well as the novel The Courage of Katie Moodie (www.BeverleyRayner.com). She also

recommends a series of children’s books about compassion by Tim Huff published by Castle Quay
(www.CastleQuayBooks.com).

Don’t forget to stop in and say Hi to the Library staff after service on Sunday.
Be sure to ask them about the
“Book of the Week”

Justice for Grassy Narrowns
On July 21, 2022, 50 community members and leaders traveled 1,700 km from the Grassy Narrows First
Nation in Northern Ontario to Toronto for the sixth annual River Run. They made the trek by bus to demand
that Ontario and Canada:
Compensate everyone in Grassy Narrows fairly
Respect the Grassy Narrows Indigenous Protected Area (and end mining and logging plans in Grassy
Narrows territory)
Support Grassy Narrows in restoring their community and way of life from the damage that mercury
has done.

Stephanie Hutcheson, my friend Philippa King and I joined
hundreds of others from churches and social justice
organizations who turned up at Queens Park to support this
group and march with them through the streets of Toronto to
advocate for their demands.
Why did we do this?
Because we believe that justice for the people of Grassy
Narrows is more than long overdue. And because we believe
the province has a moral responsibility for the decision it
made to allow the Reed Paper
Company to conduct its operations without regard to the
impact on the people living downstream. And we want the
government to know that non-Indigenous people in Toronto believe Grassy Narrows residents should be
respected and compensated fairly for their losses.
The fight by the Asubpeeschoseewagong Netum Anishinabek (or Grassy Narrows First Nation) against the
incurable mercury poisoning of their people did not begin immediately after the chemical was first dumped
in the Wabigoon/English River by the Reed Paper Company in 1962, because its effects were not clearly
understood.
But since 1970, after the First Nation invited experts from Japan to help them make the link between the
company’s dumping of mercury into the Wabigoon/English River system – whose plentiful fish were the
main food source for the Nation living downstream – and serious harm to the local population, the people
of Grassy Narrows have been standing up for their rights.
.

Justice for Grassy Narrowns (cont’d)
What is the problem here?
Mercury poisoning is passed along to the embryo in pregnancy, which has meant that younger generations
of Grassy Narrows members have been affected by it, even after the contamination in the Wabigoon/
English River system was discovered and reduced in the 1970s. It was very moving to see the both the
young and the elders at the event, many with obvious signs of illness.
Mercury poisoning causes neurological damage, which affects hearing, eyesight, and breathing.
People began having tremors, slurred speech, and cognitive disabilities. And, as the years went on,
members began aging and dying prematurely. Depression and other mental health issues emerged

following the loss of the use of the river, which had always been an inherent part of their life.
While the Ontario government committed $85 million in 2017 to clean up the river, no clean-up has
started. The government also committed to the construction of a Mercury Care Home, a health centre that
will provide culturally relevant health services to survivors of mercury poisoning and all Grassy Narrows
members. It is slated to open next year. To date, only 14% of members have received any financial
compensation for the loss of their food source, income (commercial fishing and guiding), and the serious
physical and mental health conditions arising from the poisoning.
To make matters worse, Ontario is proposing mining exploration and industrial logging on Grassy Narrows
lands against Grassy Narrows’ will.

We marched on July 21 to say, “Enough.” We need to stand with our brothers and sisters.
Submitted by Sandra Fawcett

Sandra and Helen will be facilitating a workshop on Advocacy. Watch for information to come

MEAL TO KEELE MINISTRY

"A bruised reed He will not break;
a smouldering wick he will not
snuff out" Isaiah 42:3

CCSJ GOES TO PRISON
This promise of God well describes the hope behind CCSJ's "Meal to Keele" program.
Many of the men inside have been broken, be it by life's circumstances, poor choices, or realities
that none of us would want to experience. It is far too easy to stand back in judgment. As the old
saying goes "but for the grace of God go I".
We met some 'bruised reeds and smouldering wicks' in our most recent trip to the Keele
Correctional Center. Milt Mohabir prepared a most amazing meal ('amazing' doesn't come close),
while other members of the team provided salads, drinks and desserts. While serving the meals,
many of the men lingered to chat and shared what life has been like for them, as well as any hopes
and dreams concerning education and employment.
All were polite, appreciative and respectful. They always are. And what seems to be happening is a
realization that goes something like this: 'These church people seem to really care about us; could
it be that God really cares about us too?"
Judy Glandfield took this photo of the flower. It says it all. You'll notice the bent stem....life has
been better. But you'll also notice the beauty, regardless of what has happened. There is a
determination here to bring colour into the world despite pain and setback.
The men inside come to mind right away. But perhaps the same can be said for all of us. Paul would
write to the church in Corinth:
"We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay
jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from
God, not from ourselves.
We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God.
We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed."
I remind myself often that He isn't called the God all of Hope for nothing! Where there is God,
there is hope. This goes for the men inside. This goes for each and every one of us. And hope
realized will bring about a beauty in life that will cause the world to sit up and take notice.
May we anticipate some real beautiful stories in the weeks and months ahead. And may some of
those stories flow from your life, as well as for those we care about who are incarcerated. "In His

time He makes all things beautiful". May it be so.

Bruce

DALE MINISTRIES
We are thrilled to be able to again be of assistance to
Erinn and the team at the Dale Ministries
Every other Wednesday Bruce makes a delivery of muffins
and sandwiches thanks to our generous Muffin Team.
By the time you read this, the team will have helped in
providing a thanksgiving meal to approximately 100
brothers and sisters in the Parkdale neighborhood.
We look forward to doing it again near Christmas
New Members to the Muffin team are always welcome

Your Detective Help Needed
Home is where we should all be safe, feel secure and be able to live our intimate lives in
comfort. Unfortunately for many, finding an affordable home is becoming increasingly
difficult. We are often asked in our many ministries here at CCSJ for help to find that
safe space.
We currently need a bachelor or one bedroom apartment for a single person for under
$1,000 and a two bedroom for a family of two adults and two children for less than
$1,400. If you live in a building where there are such clean spaces in good repair, or
have such a place in your own home for rent, please contact the Church office.
We also will eventually need to find a 2 bedroom home for our sponsored refugee family
in the coming year. Keep your eyes and ears open and reach out to family and friends.
The more people know of our requirements, the easier it should be to find a home for
those in need.

This is a beautiful mediatative service.
A wonderful break in our busy days.
Next Service will be
Sunday October 23 at 7:00pm

MESSY CHURCH
Fun for All Ages

Don’t Miss any more FUN
1st Sunday of each Month

"Just a Little Bit of Love Goes a Long Long Way"


prayers shawls and thoughtful cards

Someone said years ago 'I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any
day". Well, we really do need to hear sermons, for we need the truth to
sink in deep and transform our lives. But what a joy it is to 'see' sermons
beautifully lived out before our very eyes.
Two of those 'visible sermons' are seen in the recent prayer shawl ministry and the birthday/anniversary/get well card ministry.
A good number of our parishioners have been wonderfully surprised to
receive cards in the mail, thanks to the kindness of Pat White. In an age
when sending cards and receiving letters is almost a thing of the past,
Pat's thoughtfulness is more than a breath of fresh air. Just knowing
someone has cared enough to write that note and pop it in the mailbox
can be just what the doctor ordered: a good dose of TLC.
Sharing that same heart beat is the prayer shawl
ministry team. These comforting gifts are expressions
of genuine love and care for parishioners who are
walking through some difficult valleys. They are
reminders of the loving embrace of our Saviour and of
the ultimate Comforter, namely the Holy Spirit. They
also represent the caring community of CCSJ.
We give God praise for these patient, thoughtful and

prayerful expressions of love and faith. As we often
sing at CCSJ, "just a little bit of love goes a long long way".
Bruce Smith
that Missional Coordinator guy
Christ Church St.James

Focus on Your Purpose, not on your Problems
“If by continuing to live I can do more worthwhile work, then I am not sure which I should choose. I am
pulled in two directions. I want very much to leave this life and be with Christ, which is a far better
thing; but for your sake it is much more important that I remain alive. I am sure of this, and so I know
that I will stay. I will stay on with you all, to add to your progress and joy in the faith.”
Philippians 1:22-25 (GNT)
When you stay focused on your purpose instead of your problem you can have joy, even when life
seems to be falling apart.
Paul is an old man when he is in prison in Rome. He is a long way from home. He is awaiting execu-

tion. Everything has been taken from him—his friends, his freedom, his ministry, and even his privacy,
with a guard chained to him 24 hours a day. It isn’t exactly a happy time for Paul.
But there is one thing they could not take away from Paul: his purpose. Paul makes the choice to stay
focused on his purpose, even when he has lost everything else. What is his purpose? Serving God by
serving others.
Paul says in Philippians 1:22-25, “If by continuing to live I can do more worthwhile work, then I am not
sure which I should choose. I am pulled in two directions. I want very much to leave this life and be
with Christ, which is a far better thing; but for your sake it is much more important that I remain alive. I
am sure of this, and so I know that I will stay. I will stay on with you all, to add to your progress and joy
in the faith” (GNT).
I’ll never forget reading Viktor Frankl’s book, Man’s Search for Meaning. Frankl was a Jewish psychiatrist who was taken to one of the death camps in Nazi Germany. All of his family and friends were
gassed and murdered. He writes in his book about one day when he stood in front of the Gestapo,
stark naked. They’d taken away the prisoners’ clothes and even Frankl’s wedding ring. As he stood
there with nothing at all, he suddenly realized there was one thing the Nazis could not take away from
him: his choice in how he would respond.
You cannot totally control what other people do to you. You cannot control what other people do
around you. But you can control how you respond.
Choose to serve others, even when you are hurting. Choose to forgive. Choose to focus on God’s prom-

ises and not your circumstances. Those are the kind of choices that lead to greater faith. Then, your
faith will produce greater joy. - Rick Warren

The Scavenger Hunt (submitted by Carol-Anne)
The scavenger hunt is a common game played at summer camp or youth events. Each team of
players is given a list of items that they must collect and the first team to successfully complete their list
wins the prize. A more difficult version of the scavenger hunt is for the designer of the game to leave a
clue at the first location, then the team of players must interpret the clue to find the next place, where
another clue awaits. If successful, the team which correctly figures out the clues will reach the last
location and win the game. The appeal of such a hunt is the fascination in decoding each clue to reach
the next clue. I once devised such a hunt for my little girl who needed something stimulating to do and
found out that even a simple game is a lot of work!

Likewise, God has left us many clues as to how He can fill the space that He has made in each of our
lives that only He can fill. The void in the hearts of people often spurs them on to seek clues in all sorts of
other places: a variety of religious practices, philosophy, self-help books, the guidance of highly
successful people, and so on. The writer to the Hebrews offers the solution to filling this empty hole in
our hearts.
Hebrews 10:15-18 – And the Holy Spirit also testifies that this is so. For he says, "This is the new
covenant I will make with my people on that day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will
write them on their minds." Then he says, "I will never again remember their sins and lawless deeds." And
when sins are forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices. (NLT)
God is offering a transformation from the inside out in which He completely changes hearts and writes
His law on them, filling that hole. This is no list of regular sacrifices to follow for sin's covering, but a
complete once-and-for-all forgiveness of sin — so thorough that God can say that He doesn't even
remember our sins anymore! It's as if when Jesus died for our forgiveness of sin, He piled the whole lot
of it onto His shoulders and chucked it into the grave — that could not hold Him — and those sins can
never rise again to accuse us anymore. We are no longer on probation, because past sin has no part in
how God deals with us today.
Are you searching for clues as to what should fill that big space in your heart, or what should give

meaning and validation to your life? Turn to the Lord and recognize that He has written His own answers
to the clues that He has given, His promises, ones that you will never have to guess about, and which will
lead you to the greatest prize of all: eternal life with Him.
Prayer:

Thank You, dear Lord, for the new covenant created in Your Son,
and the holy law that You write on our hearts when You fill that God-shaped hole.
Thank You that Jesus loved us enough to sacrifice His own life to save ours. Amen.
-from the Presbycan Daily Devotional

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT….

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT…
THE FUNNY PAGES

THE FUNNY PAGES

…the wheels are back on
this bus.
Starting When:
Thursday, October 13th, 7pm
….and then every Thursday following
Where: Big Guy’s Little Coffee Shop, 2861 Lake
Shore Blvd W.
For Who: you and your friends
Enjoy, relax, listen, pray, smile, laugh, eat, sing,
make new friends.
‘Draw close’ to God. Sound good?
Supported by Christ Church St James, 194 Park Lawn Rd.

A Few Dates On the CCSJ Horizon…
Thanksgiving with The Dale…..a ministry team will be preparing scores of meals for men and women who
otherwise would go without. Like to help?
Contact Bruce at rbsmith055@gmail.com
“God, Coffee….and me??” has resumed, every Tuesday, 2:45pm at
Nimman’s Thai Restaurant, 2451 Lake Shore Blvd W.
Mid Week Hallelujah, the 2nd Wednesday of each month, 6pm in the foyer.
A pot-luck (shared) meal together, with singing, sharing, and a special guest speaker.

Please Sign up in the foyer at the Welcome Desk. Starts November 9th
Café Church on the Lake Shore resumes Thursday Oct 13th, 7pm, at
Big Guy’s Little Coffee Shop, 2861 Lake Shore Blvd W.
Keele Correctional Center Meal Ministry resumes on Oct. 12th.
Interested in being part of this team? Contact the church office.
“Muffin Patrol” to the Dale, every 2nd Wednesday.

More and more sandwich makers and muffin bakers are greatly appreciated.
Keele Correctional Team gathering, Tuesday October 18th, 6pm
at the home of Paul and Amber Goebel.
Taize Service, Sunday October 23rd, 7pm, CCSJ
Saturday Nov. 26th, An Advent Breakfast Morning
with Bishop Stephen Andrews of Wycliffe College, at CCSJ
….and WAY down the road:
A CCSJ ‘Retreat to Advance’ weekend, Crieff Hills Conference Center, Puslinch ON.
April 21-23, 2023. Watch this space for exciting details.
NEVER MISS AN EVENT: Sign up to receive ‘Plugged In” emails via Tiny Letter link at https://
www.christchurchstjames.ca/newsletter
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